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T.O.B. dominates as Aruba 
selects ts Diamond Jubilee 

Prins & Pancho 



Left to rigtit: Prins der Prinsen winners, Youth and Adult winners 



Children winners Prins "Mega” and Pancho “Falta 1 


ORATSfJESTAD - The offi¬ 
cial start of Aruba's 60 th An¬ 
niversary Carnival came 
about tins weekend with the 
Torch Parade an Saturday 
evening, and the election of 
key personages during the 
coming two months, the Prins 


& Pancho (Prince & Jester.) 
These flamboyantly dressed, 
mi s chi ev o us s c amp s will ml e 
events and parades, and two 
weeks prior to the grand fi¬ 
nale weekend, Prime Minis¬ 
ter Mike Em an will turn aver 
the rule af Aruba ta them dur¬ 


ing a beloved ritual 

Prins & Pancho titles are 
awarded in tinee categories,. 
Child, Youth and Adult. The 
title is hard wan during a long 
evening of comedic sketches 
where the contestants prove 
their worth in representing 
Aruba's Carnival with humor 
and grace Tins year, since it 
is the 12th lustrum, there was 
also the election of' Pans der 
Prmsen' (Prince of Princes),, 
where former winners con¬ 
tended for the coveted title. 

Judges admit it was a dif¬ 
ficult task to select the new 
carnival royalty from the fine 
array of choices offered. Five 
teams competed for the title 
of Children Prins & Pancho,, 
but it was Xenon Daal and 
Bryanden Koolman, from 
Mundo Infantil Gosando cu 
Kerekentenchi, performing as 
Prins “Mega” and Pancho 
“FaltaT who took the 
crowns. 

In the Youth Division, 
Prins “Kiko” Dion Carolina 
and Pancho "A Eai Robes" 
Steven de Cuba, representing 
the T.O.B. Carnival Group,, 
won the titles. The new Adult 
Prms tSc Pancha, also from 
TO B. are Jordano Hiiano,, 
Pirns "60" and Email Webb,. 
Pancho 1 Rebienta.” 

Continued on p g 4 



Quality vehicles; economy and compact cars, 
intermediate and four-wheel drives with air conditioning. 
Attractive daily & weekly rates. 

Free hotel pick up & drop off. 

Courteous on-time service. 




US, Russia call for 
'local ceasefires' 
ahead of Syria talks 


PAFJS (AFP) - Moscow and 
Washington made aj oint call 
Monday far Syria’s regime 
and rebels to agree to cease¬ 
fires in parts af their battle- 
scarred country ahead af 
peace talks tins month. 

But the two countries con¬ 
tinued to disagree an Iran's 
p arti cip ation in the talks, with 
US Secretaiy of State John 
Kerry saying Tehran needs to 
accept plans for a transitional 
government if it wants ta take 
part 

Meeting in Pans with UN- 
Arab League envoy Lakhdar 
Brahimi, Keny and Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov called for the cease¬ 
fires to start ahead af the sa- 
cailed Geneva II talks due to 
begin m Mantreux on Janu¬ 
ary 22 

It was a rare pulling to¬ 
gether af tw r a heavyweights 
m the Synan crisis, winch lias 
seen the US backing the op¬ 
position as Moscow sticks by 
longtime ally President 
Bashar al-Assad 

'We talked today about 
the po ssibility of trying to en¬ 
courage a ceasefire, maybe a 
localised ceasefire beginning 
with Aleppo (m the north af 
Syria)," Kerry said 

'What can be done before 
the beginning of the confer¬ 


ence should be done," Lavrov 
said "We Eire going to try to 
send signals to all the Syrian 
sides an the need for the es¬ 
tablishment af a localised 
ceasefire." 

Washington and Moscow 
are hoping to build momen¬ 
tum ahead of the talks, which 
are seeking ta revive efforts 
ta hammer out a deal on a 
transitional government after 
a nearly three-year conflict 
that lias killed 130,000 peo¬ 
ple 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Walid Muallem will also visit 
Moscow on Friday ahead of 
the talks, the Russian foreign 
ministry said. 

Kerry and Lavrov said 
they also discussed possible 
prisoner exchanges and the 
opening of humanitarian cor¬ 
ridors to bring aid to the mil¬ 
lions affected by the conflict. 

Lavrov said the Assad 
regime had indicated it was 
ready to allow access for hu¬ 
manitarian aid, citing the em¬ 
battled Damascus suburb of 
East Ghent a, where thou¬ 
sands have been trapped by 
fighting. 

"We expect similar steps 
from the opposition" Lavrov 
said 

'Success is defined by a 
good beginning' 
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Hours 

Item' rflpm ish Svnday-Thursday 
Sam ■ 3m ish Friday A Saturday 
Phone number 586-3904 


NOW Serving 

Breakfast 

lunch and dinner 
seven days 
a week. 


All you can eat 
pancakes 
*6.99 



- 2lggs £ Toast 
*4.99 



Across from Hodisson Jt« 

The Hi-Rlse Hotel District 


R Burgers Aruba 


ellverf to most 
fe/s A beaches" 


T ” 

Unlimited 
Refills - $0.79 





Burgers, Fries.. & More! 



Indian Association of Aruba celebrates Diwali 




Organizing committee 




Recently Aruba’s India Asso¬ 
ciation held their Diwali Ball 
function at Marriott Ball¬ 
room Diwali is celebrated by 
Indian Community as its 
New Year. A Cultural Pro¬ 
gram was held with tradi¬ 
tional dresses and food items. 
Photos depict the beautiful 
celebration 



73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco I Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library.' Swimming Pool/ Laundry.' Fitness Room 
Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us, 
Mon - Frir flam-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pnn 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-maii: qua I i(.y$C seta met. aw - Website; www. aruba qu a li tyapo itm c its. com 
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BING®! 



MONDAY, TUESDAY & SATURDAY • 4PM I FRIDAY • 5PM 

TOTAL OF $ 1,500 IN CASH PRIZES! 

$ 6 for 9 games includes the Powerball, 

Buy a stamp for $ 2 to double your prizes. 

CnndiNnsody. ManogflFEnT rescue all lighls. Must Iw a ronhc: af IN Pop Advtinriag& 0 Llub ic pen tip?E. Musi he 13 v»'*c : ugc orc'cer. Play responsibly wiw.gomblersoiHinpow.Dra, 



TBQFICANA E WTEETAIMMENT CASINOS | TBOHCANACASIN 05 .COM 
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J.L. IfcAUSQUIN BLVD. 2.1 B 
Arubtd, Dijliih Cdribbi2»n 
tropii rubs,com 


Marriott Vacation Club Aruba Celebrates Top 

Performing Associates 



Femanrio Chumpitazi proudly posing with 
Ms total of five itwards. 



Mirna Loefstop (L)) receiving 
the Manager of die Year Award 
from Oettina Gomalez 



Sales Exec Winners Tina Lampe and Nayda Lopez surrounded by MVC 

Aruba’s leadership team 


PALM BEACH — Marriott held its year-end celebration 
Vacation Club Aruba's Sales and awards ceremony ha nor¬ 
and Marketing organization mg top performing team 



Quality Seafood 


297 - 280-6666 


Seafood 

14 Lb Fresh Fish USS 10.85 APIs. 19.00 

(Includes:: 4-pc funthi. fried plantains french fries, creole sauce & pickled onions) 


14 Lb Fresh Shrimps US$ 1 5M AFIs, 27.00 

(IncJudes: 2-pcfunchi, fried plantains french fries, tartar sauce & pickled onions) 

Calco "Conch' in Creole or garlic sauce US$ 2175 AFIs. 38.00 

I in dudes: Rice, coleslaw, french fries & fried plantain:) 

Panfried Lobster 6 oz, USS 20.50 AFIs, 35.00 

(Includes: Rice, coleslaw, french fries & fried plantain) 


Special Plates 

Chicken Sate USS 10,85 AFIs. 19.00 

(Includes; french fries & peanut sauce) 



USS 18.30 Afls. 32.00 


Fillet Mignon 6 oz {Angus) 

(fndudos; Rice, coleslaw (ranch fries & fled 

Extra side orders USS 3 OO Afls, 

(Rice, coEe^law, french fries, fried plantain) 

Ask for the Soup 


Italiestraat it 50 [Orange Plaza) 


Glased an Mondays 


members in Palm Beach last December Associates enjoyed 
an evening of disco music, dancing, great food and cocktails 
in honor af the top performing associates for 2013. 

The festive event was orchestrated by Natasia Dragt, 
Human Resources Manager, Moanni Cham, Director of Sales, 
Th eolin da Richardson, Director of Marketing, Ron Moser, Re¬ 
gional Director Df Sales, Ligemie Tnmon, Mima Loefstap, and 
Eettma Gonzalez, Project Director for Sales and Marketing. 

Fernanda Chumpitazi received five awards, including Market¬ 
ing Executive of the Year at Marriott’s Aruba Surf Club and the 
prestigious Marriott Vacation Club, Aruba Award of Excellence. 

Eighteen Marketing Executives and Sales Executives also 
received awards for exceptional business achievements at 
Marriott’s Aruba Surf Club. Marketing Sapphire Awards were 
earned by Fernando Chumpitazi, Gisela Sa, Theadjen Giel, 
Jacqueline Marlin, Marry Madura, Zuraila Wever, BenPombo, 
Darwin Quero, Giancarlo Angela and Keila Alcantara. Mar¬ 
keting Super Sapphire Awards went to Claudia Simmons and 
Enrique Ochoa. Sales Sapp lure Awards were earned by Tina 
Lampe, Nayda Lopez, Sigifredo C a start o, Francis Groeneveldt, 
Charmame York and Tamara Jorge. 

Encouraging their talents in the Sales & Marketing Depart¬ 
ment Enrique Ochoa (Marketing) and Sigifredo Cast ana 
(Sales) won Rookie of the Year for their efforts. Tina Lampe 
and Nayda Lopez were both elected Sales Executive of the 
Year 2013, Manska Winterdaal became Associate of the Year 
and Mima Loefstap earned the title of Manager of the Year. 

Marriott's Aruba Surf Club also acknowledged Gary Barnes 
Sulaika Dub era and Lean Warden aar who scored highest in 


Cu sta m er S ati sf a cti on 

Scores Charmaine York was 
recognized for Best Sales At¬ 
titude in 2013. 

Top performing Marketing 
Executives of the Year 3013 
included Ed Adorns, Keila Al¬ 
cantara, Claudia Simmons, 
Darwin Quero, Edwin Madura 
and Fernando Chumpitazi. 

Along with the 3013 top 
awards at Marriott's Aruba 
Surf Club, the Marriott Vaca¬ 
tion Club “GO VETS” 
Awards recognize excellence 
m Guest service. Owner serv¬ 
ice, Volume, Expense goals. 
Teamwork and Self-Develop¬ 
ment. As a result of the nom¬ 
inations and subsequent 
elections hy fellow col¬ 
leagues, the “COVETS” of 
the year recipients include 
Aisha Romano, Francis 
Gro enevel dt, F emando 

Chumpitazi, Shirley Fergu¬ 
son, Ben Pombo, and Mar- 
gareth Hall. 
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T.O.B. dominates as Aruba selects 


its Diamond Jubilee Prins & Pancho 


Cont. from pg 1 



The new prins and pancho are crowned 



105 sweeps the contest 



The contest is known for hilarious sketches 



Presenting their show 


T.O.B Group rounded out 
their resounding victory for 
this landmark carnival by 
also winning the Prince of 
Princes contest, with a spir¬ 
ited and entertaining routine 
by Eduardo Loefstop, Prins 
11 E Cos Ki” and Ivmar 
"Tyson 11 Croes, as Pancho 
“Ta Djaki”. It can be ex¬ 
pected the mood around the 
TOE headquarters will be 
quite jubilant and amusing 
during Carnival 60. 

The Stichtmg Arubaanse 
Carnavai, or SAC, the non¬ 
profit foundation that organ¬ 
izes and conducts the Prins & 
Pancho and queen elections, 
expressed their gratitude to 
all the contestants for their 
original and hilarious rou¬ 
tines. There were thirteen 
groups competing for the ti¬ 
tles, adding another memo¬ 
rable evening of hilarity to 
the festival ambiance of car¬ 
nival 


By Rosalie Klein 


Carnavai 

Schedule 



Fit Jan 17 


Children Queen Election 
of Sta. Cruz 

Sat, Jan IS 

6:30 p,m: Aruba's Chil¬ 
dren and Youth Calypso 
St Roadmarch Contest 
2014 (Aruba Entertain¬ 
ment Center) 

Sun. Jan 19 
5:00 p.m,: Sign up Hap¬ 
pening Caiso & Soca 
Monarch Contest 2014 
(Aruba Entertainment 
center) 



Havenstraat 36. 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall. 
Oranjestad Tel : 5884494 


Tastc of Intria 


Indian Restaurant 

on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Construction works on 
Carnavai Milage in full 
swing for the upcoming 
Caiso Soca Contest 



Recently Minister of Economy, Communication, Energy and 
Environmental Affairs Ing Mike de Meza visited the Carnavai 
Village site m San Nicolas to inspect how the construction 
works. He was accompanied by staff of N.V Elmar who is in 
charge of electricity installation, representatives of the Aruba’s 
music foundation: Fundacion Mu sic a, the contractor in charge 
of the project and his coordinators The Minister was very sat¬ 
isfied with the result up until now and said that the proj ect will 
b e v ery b e auti fill wh en fimshed. The proj e ct is now m 1 ts first 
phase and two weeks before the grand event (February 15th) 
the Mu sic a Foundation must be able to start with their setup 
for the festival. After the festival, the works on the 1st phase 
will continue. The 2nd phase will consist of the podium con¬ 
struction, and building of the kiosks. The total cost of this proj¬ 
ect is between 7 to S million 



Fully furnished studio apartments, waging distance to Eagie 
Beach, per day week or month, excellent alternative for your next 

vacation in Aruba 

Bubal! #143, Noord, Aruba 


Phones: (297) 537-7432 i 537-6474 Fax! (297) 537-3443 


www s^s^ki-apartmerrts com 
E-mail: &a»aklapartm«nts@hotmaii.com 
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ARUBA DOET, BON DOET 
AND CURA DOET are 
building up momentuml 



GRANJESTAD - All three 
Caribbean Islands saw the 
start of the ARUBA DOET, 
BON DOET and CURA 
DOET initiatives late last 
year Together with NLdoet, 
they form the largest volun¬ 
teer initiative of the Kingdom 
and are executed under su¬ 
pervision of local organiza¬ 
tions in coop eration with the 
Oranje Fonds. 

Tins year volunteers will 
have the opportunity in the 
third week of March to help 
NGQ's finish odd jobs that 
would otherwise get done. 
These activities could far ex¬ 
ample be painting a commu¬ 
nity centre, cleaning or 
planting a garden at a care 
home, organizing an outing 
for the physically disabled or 
participating in a beach 
clean-up The Oranje Fonds 


will support each project fi¬ 
nancially with a certain 
amount that can be used for 
expenses like paint or trans¬ 
portation 

Over 40 fun projects have 
already been registered by 
NGO’s on the Caribbean Is¬ 
lands, and there could be 
many more! We are hoping to 
see the numbers rise to aver 
250. The deadline to register 
projects and apply for finan¬ 
cial support is 31 January 
3014. We have launched spe¬ 
cial websites where more in¬ 
formation can be found about 
the process End related issues. 
Pi e as e check www. arub a- 
doet com, www.bondaet.com 
an d www curad o et. com to 
register your proj ect now 

From 1 February 2014 ni¬ 
di vi duai s, s ch o ol s, c o nip a - 
mes and other organizations 
can register as volunteers 
through these same websites. 



Bridge Results Aloha Bridge Club 


Recently the Aloha Bridge 
Club Arub a held their bridge 
games. 

The results were the fol¬ 
lowing: 

Thursday morning, 
January 9th 2014. 

A total of 14 pairs at¬ 
tended the bridge game at 
the Members Lounge of the 
Aruba Beach Club Resort. 

The following guest, play¬ 
ers joined the play Linda 
and Bobb Gordon, Fay and 
Carl Kallma and Gloria 
Manna. 

The results 50% and 
higher are as follows: 

1) Stas cha Hormx / Jan 
van der Roest d5 28 % 

2) Lin da and B o b b G or- 
don 54.24 % 

3) Fay and Carl K allin a 
55 90 % 


4) Katlilyn Yarzagaray / 
Gloria Manna 54.Sd % 

5) Maritza van Romondt / 
Willy Flanegm 53.47 % 

6) Joke Henriquez / Mar- 
leen van fiaarlen 52.43 % 

Friday evening. January 
10th 2014. 

A total of 10 pairs at¬ 
tended the bridge game at the 
Frank Conway Room of the 
Casa del M ar Beach Resort 

The following guest play¬ 
ers ] oined the play Fay and 
Carl Kallma, Judy and Joel 
Handelman, Valery Craane 
and Helen Goody. 



The results 5D% and 
higher are as fallows 

1) Maylene and Fred 
Koopman dD 05 % 

2) Fay and Carl Kallma 
57 07% 

3) Marion Pijper / Sheila 


Lampe 52.19 % 

4) Els Lacle / Addy Eilers 
50.94 % 

Aloha Bridge Club Aruba 
meets twice a week: on 
Thursday mornings at the 
Members Lounge of the 
Aruba Beach Club Resort, 
starting at 9.00 am and on 
Friday evenings at the Frank 
Conway Room of Casa del 
Mar, starting at 7.30 pm 
Signing up closes ten min¬ 
utes before starting time 
Fee for guest players I 
d00ofxA.fi 10.00 per person. 
The club can also be of assis¬ 
tance in finding single play¬ 
ers a bridge partner 

Please call Addy Ellers, 
tel 532-4953 



ike Uncfaan (jxUl koine 


Lunch Buffet 

Saturday - Sunday 

12:00 -3 p.m. Dinner 

Monday - Sunday 
6:00 -11:00 p.m 


Palm Beach Center - Palm Beach Aruba - Teh 5860944 






































WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
B arack Ob am a in si ste d M a n - 
day he had faith m the 
Afghan war mission after for¬ 
mer Pentagon chief Robert 
Gates charged the president 
lacked passion for military 
action and soured on his own 
troop surge. 

In his first public com¬ 
ments on explosive criticisms 
a fins role as commander-in- 
chief in new memoirs by 
Gates, Obama said that he 
had a duty to constantly ques¬ 
tion US military tactics and 
"sweat the details" when 
sending young men and 
women to war. 

But the president declined 
tD say whether he had been 
irked" hy the publication of 
the book while he was still in 
office and American forces 
remained on the battlefield 

Gates sparked a Washing¬ 
ton firestorm when he sug¬ 
gested in "Duty* 1 -- to be 
published Tuesday -- that 
Obama became disillusioned 
with the troop surge strategy 
launched in 2009 by early 
2011, and lost confidence in 
his troop commanders and 


Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai. 

While praising Obama for 
his integrity and intellectual 
approach to matters of state. 
Gates is reported to have 
written that the president 
showed less zeal for military 
engagements than Ins prede¬ 
cessor George W. Bush 

"One quality I missed in 
Obama was passion, espe¬ 
cially when it came to the 
two wars,' Gates mate. 

Obama, however, said that 
he “continued to have faith" 
in the US mission in 
Afghanistan. 

"Most importantly I've 
had unwavering confidence 
in our troops and their per¬ 
formance in some of the most 
difficult situations imagina¬ 
ble," the president said. 

"And that jab is not yet 
done." 

The frank criticism from 
Gates, who served both Bush 
and Obama as defense secre¬ 
tary, was all the mere surpris¬ 
ing considering he is known 
m Washington for loyalty and 
disdaining the often grubby 
business of politics. 


Obamacare signs up 2.2 million, 
a quarter young adults: study 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
About 24 percent of people 
who signed up online for 
Fre si d ent B ar ack Ob am a's 
trouble-plagued signature 
health care plans in 2013 
were young adults, the group 
key to keeping the system 
balanced, officials said Mon¬ 
day 

That's a number the ad¬ 
ministration hopes to in¬ 
crease, the Health and 
Human Services officials 
added. 

Overall, almost 2.2 mil¬ 
lion people have been able to 
sign up online despite a very 
bumpy rollout of Obama's 
top political legacy, HHS said 
in a report released Monday. 

That figure comes from 
the start of the enrollment pe¬ 
riod on October 1 through 
December 23, 20 1 3. But the 
report found the vast majority 
of enrollments -- 1.3 million 
— came in December, after a 
slow start 

The rollout of the website, 
which should allow every 
American without health in¬ 
surance to register for cover¬ 
age, has been plagued by 
technical problems Obama's 
administration had earlier 
vowed to improve the site's 
technical failings. 

Health care reform was 
the centerpiece of Obama's 


election campaign in 2003 
and was passed in 2010 be¬ 
fore being upheld in 2012 by 
the Supreme Court 

But Obama's popularity 
has nosedived to an all-time 
low since implementation of 
the Affordable Care Act, 
dubbed "Obamacare," got 
under way. 

Among the people signing 
up, young adults aged 13-34 
— a key set from the insurers 
point of view since they are 
the least likely to be sick, and 
as such the least costly — are 
key to preventing cost over¬ 
runs. Tire lower rates for 
younger people help the pro¬ 
gram make up casts for other 
ages, particularly the elderly. 

"The trend so far as we re¬ 
leased in tins report are sug¬ 
gestive of an appropriate mix 
in the marketplace," said 
Mike Hash, Director of 
HHS's Office of Health Re¬ 
form 

"But again to remind you, 
we're only halfway through 
the enrollment period, and we 
expect an increase m the pro- 
p orb on o f young adults as we 
go forward 1 

About 79 percent of the 
2.2 million received govern¬ 
ment financial help to pay 
then insurance premiums, the 
rep ort found. 


Spain satisfied with US explanation on 
NSA spying: PM 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Prime Minister Mariano 
RafDy said Monday after 
meeting with US President 
Barack Obama that Spam had 
received a "satisfactory" ex¬ 
planation of reports that 
Amen can spies bugged Euro- 
pean leaders' phones. 

Last year, leaked docu¬ 
ments from the US National 
S e curity A g ency r eve al ed 
that Washington had targeted 
the communications of some 
of its closest allies in Europe 

R.ajoy told reporters that 
the Spanish government and 
the United States had con¬ 
ducted "full consultations" on 
the issue and Washington's 
explanations were "satisfac¬ 
tory.*' 

"As long as there are no 
new developments, I have 
nothing to add to what 1 have 
said about this previously," 
Raj ay added 

According to leaks from 


former US intelligence con¬ 
tractor Edward Snowden, the 
NSA has listened in an the 
communications of dozens of 
foreign leaders. 

At the height of the crisis 
last year Spam summoned 


the US ambassador Id Madrid 
following reports that Amer¬ 
ican intelligence had gathered 
data on 60 million phone 
calls in Spain, prompting crit¬ 
icism from Raj oy. 


US criticizes Nigeria for same-sex 
marriage ban 

WASHINGTON (AFP) - The United States on Monday crit¬ 
icized Nigeria for approving a law that punishes same-sex 
marriage with prison, saying the move would curtail basic 
human rights 

Secretary of State John Kerry said the United States was 
"deeply concerned" by Nigeria's new I aw which "dangerously 
restricts freedom of assembly, association and expression for 
all Nigerians,’’ 

Kerry said the act "is inconsistent with Nigeria's interna¬ 
tional legal obligations and undermines the democratic re¬ 
forms and human lights protections enshrined m its 1999 
constitution " 

"People everywhere deserve to live in freedom and equal¬ 
ity. No one should face violence or discrimination for who 
they are or who they love," Kerry said in a statement 

Under the new law anyone in a same-sex marriage or 
union would face up to 14 years in prison, with such partner¬ 
ships reached overseas considered void in Nigeria 
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Dutch want prisoners FARC peace talks 
to pay for cells resume amid criticism 

of Colombian president 


Pressure 

mounts 

on 

Hoiiande 
to end 
First Lady 
confusion 

PARIS (AFP) - So does 
France's unmarried president 
now have both a First Lady 
and a First Mistress? 

Francois Hollande came 
under mounting pressure on 
Monday to dear up the confu¬ 
sion created by the latest de¬ 
velopments, in his complicated 
love life. 

The Socialist leader had 
been hoping to ride out the 
storm created by last week's 
revelation of an affair with 
Julie Gayet, a blonde actress 
IS years his junior 

But any hope of that was 
shattered on Sunday when it 
emerged that Hollande's com¬ 
panion of several years and de 
factD First Lady, YaleneTner- 
weiler, had been hospitalised 
with stress. 

Symptoms variously de¬ 
scribed in the media as low 
blood pressure, exhaustion and 
a "severe case of the blues" de¬ 
veloped witinn hams o f glossy 
magazine Closer publishing 
details of 59-year-old Hol¬ 
lande's alleged secret trysts 
with Gayet, 41, in a borrowed 
apartment close to his official 
residence, the Ely see Palace. 

Tnerweilei; who lives with 
Hollande at the Ely see, will 
not be checking out from hos¬ 
pital on Monday as initially ex¬ 
pected, according to her office 

"Doctors believe she needs 
more rest," said an aide to Tri- 
erweiler. 

Meanwhile Hollander secu¬ 
rity chief is m hot water for 
fading to properly check out 
the 'love nest' the French Pres¬ 
ident allegedly used for his 
tiyst Le Monde reported. 

The apartment used by the 
couple was rented by a friend 
of Gayet 1 s, another actress 
named Emmanueile Hands 


THE HAGUE (AFP) - Prison, 
ers m the Netherlands may 
soon have to pay for their cell 
accommodation, if a bill tabled 
on Monday becomes lav/. 

Deputy Justice Minister 
Fred Teeven "believes that a 
convicted prisoner serving j ail 
time will have to pay partly for 
their incarceration," said min- 
1 stiy sp ok esm an Wi eb e 
Alkema. 

"The minister think it's only 
fair tliat not all the costs should 
be shouldered by the State and 
society when you lock some¬ 
body up," he told AFP 

Prison time costs the Dutch 
government around 250 euros 
($341) per day per prisoner, 
Alkema said. 

If passed by the two houses 
of parliament, convicted pris¬ 
oners wilt pay a suggested flat 
rate of 1 6 euros per day for a 


maximum o f two years 

The ruling coalition of 
Prime Minister Mark Rutie's 
liberal People's Party for Free¬ 
dom and Democracy (VVD) 
and its left-leaning Labour 
Party (PvdA) partner agreed 
the bill after winning a 2012 
election 

If approved, it will became 
law oil January I, 2015. 

A separate bill that would 
require prisoners to contribute 
to tire costs of die investigation 
that led to their conviction is 
also under consideration 

The two bills would gener¬ 
ate 65 million euros a year for 
the Netherlands' cash-strapped 
prison system which, accord¬ 
ing to official statistics, holds 
some 12,100 inmates. 

The Netherlands last year' 
announced it would close 
down at least 19 prisons as a 
result of budget cuts, leading 
to the loss of 2,000 jobs. 

Alkema said Teeven's pro¬ 
posed law was "in line with 
other countries where contri¬ 
butions are made by convicted 
detainees, either m die cost of 
their arrest, or their stay in 
p li son". 

The Offenders' Association 
(BWO), a Dutch pnsoners' 
rights group, said the plan was 
against Europ ean human lights 
rules which say that the state 
must pay for prisoners' deten¬ 
tion. 


HAVANA (AFP) - Peace talks 
between the FAR.C and Colom¬ 
bia's government resumed 
Monday after a three-week 
bieak amid rebel criticism of 
recent remarks by the Latin 
American country's leader. 

President Juan Manuel San¬ 
tos claimed m a November 26 
speech that the FARC “had re¬ 
alized they were on a road to 
n d where" and that pressure 
from the Colombian army had 
forced them to the negotiating 
table. 

Marquez is the second in 
command at. the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia, 
which has been in talks with 
the government since Novem¬ 
ber 2012 in an attempt to end 
their near 50-year conflict. 

Considered Latin America's 
longest-running insurgency, it 
has left hundreds of thousands 
dead and displaced more than 
4 5 million 

In Ins speech to members of 
the unlit ary, S anto shad prai s ed 
Plan Colombia, a $9 billion Ufl 
funded anti-narcotics effort 
launched m 2000 that included 
a counter-insurgency element. 

"Santos himself revealed 
that tins was not apian against 
drug trafficking but a counter¬ 
insurgency plan conceived to 
quell social unrest," Marquez 
said 


He went on to say that recent 
revelations by the Washington 
Post about, a secret CIA pro¬ 
gram that helped government 
forces eliminate rebel leaders - 
- including the 20QS killing of 
the FAFUJ's then-second in 
command Raul Reyes in 
Ecuador - proved "total Amer¬ 
ican interventionism." 

The 2QQS incident triggered 
a diplomatic crisis between Bo¬ 
gota and Quito, with Ecuador 
suspecting the attack was or¬ 
chestrated with the help of the 
United States, despite denial 
from Colombian authorities. 

As usual, the government 
delegation led by former vice 
president. Humberto de la Calle 
made no comment at. the si ait 
of the latest negotiations, held 
in the Cuban capital Havana. 
The last round, focused on the 
co ca trade, wrapped up on De¬ 
cember 20. 

But Santos said Monday he 
was more optimistic about tire 
p eace talks to day than a year ago. 

He also expressed hope that 
a deal could be reached "as 
soon as possible," adding that 
the Colombian people would 
have the final say about 
whether to endorse it 

Founded in 1964, the FAF.C 
is considered Colombia's 
largest rebel group and has 
7, D□ 0 to S,D00 fighters. 
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Obesity declines 
among rich US teens, 
rises in poor 
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India defeats polio, global 
eradication efforts advance 


tion programme 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - In 
the past decade, obesity has 
declined among US teenagers 
from rich families but has 
risen among their impover¬ 
ished counterparts, a gap 
driven by lack d£ exercise, 
said a study 

The research by experts at 
Harvard University examined 
what appeared to be an encour¬ 
aging decline in adolescent 
obesity and found that only the 
upper class is benefiting 
"We find that although the 
overall obesity prevalence has 
plateaus! the trend looks very 
different across different sub¬ 
groups," said tlis study m the 
Proceedings of the National 
Ac ad emy o f S ci en ce s 
Using family income as 
well as die education level of 
the parents to analyze two 
major US surveys, researchers 
found a growing class gap 
where obesity was concerned. 

Re ginning in the mid- 
2000s, obesity rates declined 
among children of parents 
who graduated from college 
Meanwhile, obesity rates 
rose among children of par¬ 
ents who had only a high 
school diploma. 

Similar trends were seen 
wh en r e se archers s ep ar at ed 
the data by income level. 

However., when it came to 
probing racial differences, re¬ 
searchers said they did not 
have enough data to reliably 
explore interactions between 


class and ethnicity 
The obesity rate among 
those aged 12-17 in the United 
States nearly doubled fr om the 
late 19SOs until the mid- 
2000s, but began leveling off 
about a decade ago 

Key reasons the poor may 
be gaming weight are lack of 
physical activity and exces¬ 
sive food intake, the study 
said. 

According to the study, 
calorie intake among kids of 
all income classes has gone 
down in recent years, but only 
kids of educated parents have 
reported getting regular exer¬ 
cise 

Access to healthy foods 
also remains an obstacle for 
the poor 

The US Department of 
Agriculture has reported that 
9.7 percent of the US popula¬ 
tion, Dr 29 7 million people, 
live in low-income areas more 
than a mile from a supermarket. 

In those areas, "the only 
options for grocery shopping 
ar e ‘convenience 1 stores, liquor 
stares, gas stations, or fast 
food restaurants that sell foods 
high in fat, sugar, and salt," 
said the study. 

Obesity in young people 
can cause a host" of health con¬ 
cerns, including higher risk of 
type 2 diabetes, obstructive 
sleep apnea, high blood pres- 
sur e and p sych ol a gi cal p rob - 
lems, experts said 


NEW DELHI (AFP) - India 
marked three years since its last 
reported polio case Monday, 
meaning it will soon be certi¬ 
fied as having defeated the an¬ 
cient scourge m a huge advance 
for global eradication efforts. 

India's polio programme is 
one of the country's biggest 
public health success stones, 
achieving something once 
thought impossible thanks to a 
massive and sustained vaedna- 


M AD RID (AFP) - Surgeons 
m Spam transplanted a record 
number of organs in 2013, the 
government said Monday, 
keeping the country world 
leader in the held despite 
heavy health spending cuts. 

Transplants of all lands in¬ 
creased m Spam, particularly 
lung replacements, up nearly 
20 percent, and pancreas trans¬ 
plants, up more than 10 per¬ 
cent, the health ministry said. 

A re cord total of4,279 trans¬ 
plants were carried Dut in 
Spain in 2D 13, of which 2,552 
were of kidneys, 1,093 of liv¬ 
ers and 2S5 of lungs, it said. 

Spain's government in 2012 
cut the annual national health 
budget by seven billion euros 
($9.(5 billion) a year in its ef¬ 
forts to strengthen public £- 


Health Minister Ghulam 
Nabi Azad, along with global 
groups who have been working 
to eradicate the virus, hailed 
Monday's anniversary as "a 
monumental milestone". 

" We have completed a frill 
three years without a single 
polio case and I'm sure that m 
the future there wont be any 
polio cases," Azad told re¬ 
porters in the capital. 


nances, causing waiting lists 
for non-urgent surgery to 
lengthen. 

But the national transplant 
system has thrived over the 
years, with the number of 
donors increasing from 14 per 
million people m 1939 to 35 
per million in 2011, Matesanz 
said 

That put Spain far ahead of 
other countries, with 2 6 donors 
per million people in the 
United States, 25 in France and 
just under 15 in Germany, ac¬ 
cording to the transplant body's 
latest figures from 2011 

Spain is also considered a 
pioneer in certain complex op¬ 
erations, having cained out 
some of the first double trans¬ 
plants of arms and legs 


With the number o f cases m 
decline in Nigeria and 
Afghanistan, two of only three 
countries where polio is still 
endemic, world efforts to con¬ 
sign the crippling virus to his¬ 
tory are making steady 
progress. 

"In 2012, there were the 
fewest numbers of cases in en¬ 
demic countries as ever before 
So far in 2013 (records are still 
being checked), there were 
even less," Hamid Jafan, 
gl ob al p oh o exp ert at the Worl d 
Healtli Organisation, told AFP 

"If die current trends of 
process continue we could very 
easily see die end of polio in 
Afghanistan and Nigenain 2014." 

Despite the success, isolated 
polio outbreaks in the Horn of 
Africa and war-wracked Syria 
emerged as new causes for 
concern in 2013. 

There are also reasons for 
caution in India, with the virus 
still considered endemic in 
neighbouring Pakistan, where 
vaccinators are b eing killed by 
the Taliban which views them 
as possible spies. 

In India, die wretched sight 
of crippled street hawkers or 
beggars an wheeled trolleys 
will remain, however, as a 
legacy of the country's time as 
an epicentre of the disease. 

In the absence of official 
data, most experts agree there 
are several million survivors 
left with withered legs or 
twisted spines who face dis¬ 
crimination and often live on 
the margins of society 


Beware of Dengue 



spam transplants hit 
record despite 
crisis: govt 
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The Perfect Location for ALL Celebrations. 

Phm toll 586 0786 for Reservations, 


LIFE MUSIC DAILY FROM 7.30 TO 9.30 PM. 


Amazing views over Aruba, 


Jhe Experience you can’t miss 

Situated cm die Mi££ a/ Mudidfu&ana 
night next to- the California £ighthou#e 

Open Daily at 8.30 AM 
serving a mini Breakfast* Lunch (11 AM ) 
and Dinner (5.30 PM ) . 

Happy Hour from S to 2 PM. 


+ Our Unique Location, Exquisite Italian Cuisine, Outdoor 
Warm Service and our Indoor and Outdoor tables make us 


Ideal for Spectacular Sunset 
and views over Aruba Pictures. 


Please present this ad for a 10% discount on your food selection. 


’American Hustle/ ’12 Years a Slave’ top Golden Globes 



Amy Poehler shined at the 7! st Annual Golden Globes 
Sunday as she had another successful year of hosting 
and won her first trophy. But the real highlight was when 
the 42-year-old "Parks and Recreation" star made out with 
U2's frontman Bono. 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
"American Hustle" won big at 
the Golden Globes Sunday,, 
while harrowing drama "12 
Years a Slave 11 took the cov¬ 
eted best drama prize, fueling 
buzz ahead of die all-imp a it ant 
Os ears. 

"Hustle; 1 the stylish crime 
caper by director David Q 
Russell, took best 
musical/comedy film and two 
acting awards, while the criti¬ 
cally-acclaimed "Slave* had to 
make da with the one big 
prize. 

Hollywood turned out in 
their red-carpet finest for the 
71st annual Golden Globes, 
Tinseltown's biggest honors 
fest before the Academy 
Awards m March -- and a key 
indicator as to who could be 
tipped to take home Oscars. 

Australian Cate Blanchett. 
won best drama actress for 
Woody Alien's “ Blue Jasinine" 


and Matthew McConaughey 
triumphed for best drama actor 
m "Dallas Buyers Club " 

"The Wolf of Wall Street- 
star - Leonardo DiCaario and 
Amy Adams from "Hustle" 
won the top acting awards in 
the musical/comedy category. 

Best director went to Mexi¬ 
can Alfonso Cuaron for spec¬ 
tacular 3D space drama 
"Gravity/ starring Sandra 
Bullock and George Clooney 
as astronauts stranded in Drbit 
after a space station accident. 

On the small screen, cult se¬ 
nes "Breaking Bad" took the 
best, drama senes crown and 
best drama actor Globe for 
Bryan Cranston, while best 
TV movie or mini-senes went 
to Liberace biopic "B-ehnid the 
Candelabra " 

Blanchett paid tribute to 
Woody Allen, who also re¬ 
ceived the Cecil B DeMille 
award for lifetime achieve¬ 


ment at the Globes -- accepted 
airbus behalf by Diane Keaton. 

"People like me are m Ins 
slipstream picking up these 
heavy things that make biceps 
look great," said Blanchett 

There was a near disaster 
just hours before the show 
began, when a spunkier mal¬ 
functioned and soaked a large 
part, of the red carpet outside 
the Beverly Hilton Hotel, but 
workers quickly mapped up 
the mess. 

In their opening skit, com¬ 
edy stars Tina Fey and Amy 
Poelder, hosting the show for 
the second year - , made fun of 
Clooney -- who sacrifices him¬ 
self to save Bullock's life in 
"Gravity." 

"It's die story of how George 
Clooney would rather So at 
away into space and die than 
spend one more minute with a 
woman his own age, 11 said Fey 

The first prize of the night 
went to "Hunger Games" star 
Jennifer Lawrence for her sup- 
porting role in" American Hus¬ 
tle," inspired by an FBI sting 
operation in the 1970s lmown 
as ABSCAM. 

The Oscar-winning 23-year- 
old said she hopes to do more 
than act 

"1 would love to direct one 
day, but l don't want to suck I 
want to keep learning," 
Lawrence told reporters back- 
stage. 

Adams took best achess for 
her role in the movie, winch 
also won nominations for 
Christian Bale and Bradley 
Cooper 



12 Years a Slave" won best motion picture, drama. 


But Bale was beaten by Di- 
Capno m the best 
musical/comedy actor cate¬ 
gory, won by the "Titanic" star 
for Martin Scorsese's epic 
about greed in the world of 
high finance. 

And Cooper was defeated by 
Jared Leto, who to ok best sup¬ 
porting actor for Ins portrayal 
of a transgender woman suffer¬ 
ing from AIDS in" Dallas Buy¬ 
ers Club.' 

Based on a true story, "Dal¬ 
las Buyers Club" stars Mc¬ 
Conaughey as an AIDS 
sufferer who smuggles drugs 
for other patients to treat, the 
HIV virus m tire early days of 
die disease m the 19S0s 

The night featured some 
snubs: among those going 
home empty-handed were "Ne¬ 
braska" winch had five nods, 
"Captain Phillips" with four, 
and "Inside Liewyn Davis" and 
"Phil omen a" with three each. 

Best foreign film went to 
Italian Paolo Sorrentmo's "The 
Great Beauty," defeating the 
Cannes-winning " Blue is the 


Warmest Color" as well as 
"The Hunt," "The Past" and 
"The Wind Rises" 

Disney 1 * musical fatty tale 
adaptation "Frozen" won the 
Golden Globe for best animated 
film, beating "Tire Croods" and 
"Despicable Me 3." 

Tire Globes are run by the 
Hollywood Foreign Press As¬ 
sociation (HFPA), and voted on 
by barely SO journalists — in 
contrast to the Oscars, chosen 
by d.OOD members of tire pres¬ 
tigious Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences 
"American Hustle" and "12 
Years a Slave" have had a se¬ 
nes of boosts in recent weeks, 
winning nominations from the 
Producers Guild of America 
(PGA) and die Directors Guild 
of Am erica (DGA). 

In tire last ID years, all but 
one of the winners of the 
DGA's top prize went an to 
win the best director Oscar - . 

Nominations for die Oscars 
will be announced on Thurs¬ 
day. The Academy Awards will 
be held on March 2. 
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Smartphones replace keys in smart door locks 



LAS VEGAS (AFP) - Gabriel 
Bestard-Ribas got tired of his 
house keys scratching Ins 
smartphone in his pocket, so 
he combined them 
The result was a Goji lock, 
which senses when a resident's 
smartphone is near and not 
only unlocks a door but greets 
the resident by name. 

It's just one d£ the trend of 
“smart locks" on display at the 
Consumer Electronics Show 
that ends here Friday. 

"My keys were always 
scratching my phone, so 1 
thought why not. build them 
m," said B e star d-Fab as, 
founder and chief executive of 
San Francisco startup Goji. 

His creation fuses mobile 
Internet technology with cen¬ 
times Did lock mechanics. A 
free Goji application installed 
m smartphones uses Bluetooth 
connectivity to let the lock 
know a person is near and, if it 
is a resident or someone given 
a digital key," a personalized 
welcome message displays and 
the path is opened 
A camera built into the lock 


takes a picture of whoever is 
arriving. Images of visitors as 
well as alerts regarding entry 
ere relayed to residents' smart¬ 
phones through home wireless 
Internet connections. 

'It is about allowing you to 
feel confidence and control 
over your home access," 
Bestard-Ribas told AFP "We 
have all lost keys or given 
them to someone who left, our 
sight; we don't know if copies 
were made" 

Temporary digital keys, re¬ 
stricting use to specified time 
periods, can be emailed to 
house cleaners, dog walkers. 


or others who may need to 
visit homes. The locks were 
available for order online at 
gojiaccess.com at a price of 
J 299 each, and will begin ship - 
pmg m March. 

Veteran lock makers Kwikset 
and Schlage were also showing 
off smart locks at CES. 

A Kwikset Kevo lo ck senses 
when a resident's smartphone 
is near and then opens when 
the person touches what ap¬ 
peal's to be an ordinary dead¬ 
bolt m a door. 

"As long as you have your 
phone in our pocket, or m your 
purse, you touch the deadbolt 


and m about a second it will 
lock or unlock," said Phil 
Dumas, president of UrnKey, 
whose technology was built 
into Kevo. 

" It can even tell what side of 
the door you are on, so you 
can be on the inside and a bad 
guy can touch die door and it 
won t, unlo ck" 

Kevo launched late last year 
at an array o f US retailers with 
an application tailored for 
iPhones, and Uni Key was 
waiting for a software update 
from Google to release one 
compatible with Android- 
powered handsets 

S chi age's touch-screen 

deadbolt let people unlock 
doors to their homes remotely 
using their smartphones, and 
featured built-in alarms that 
shriek if incorrect codes are 
entered too many times. 

Each of the locks provided 
ways to offer limited access by 
granting people temporary 
keys Dr codes, and promised 
records of who entered and 
when delivered to smart¬ 
phones. 


Tech gets 
in your 
head } 
lit era lly f 
to ease 
stress 

LAS VEGAS (AFP) - Yes, 
technology can get into your 
head, says the maker of a new 
bram-sensing headband that 
promises to reduced stress 

The Muse headband from 
Canadian-based Interaxon pre¬ 
sented at the Consumer Elec¬ 
tronics Show uses seven 
sensors, including five on the 
forehead and two behind the 
ears, to monitor brain activity 
and help people with stress-re¬ 
ducing exercises 

‘It's based on neuio feed¬ 
back," said company commu¬ 
nications manager Gena 
Meldazy. 

"Hie sensors detect and 
measure changes in your 
brainwaves" They then trans¬ 
mit tins information to a smart¬ 
phone app. winch enables the 
user to find ways to relax and 
reduce stress 

it can deliver results in just 
a few minutes, for example, 
"very quickly before an impor¬ 
tant. meeting," Meldazy told 
AFP. 

The system uses a series of 
training exercises designed to 
calm and focus the mind, help¬ 
ing keep stress under control. 

The product is set to be 
launched in 2D15 at a price of 
$2(59, with the company taking 
preorders at wwwgetyour- 
muse.com 
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Current as of: 


Buying 

Buying 

falling 

01.13/2014 


Mi* 

banknolfi 

Cheques 

rut* 

U.S.A. 

USD 

1.77 

1.7* 

1.99 

Dutch Antilles 

ANG 

99.99 

199.99 

199.29 

Canada 

CAD 

1.77 

1.7* 

1.65 

Brittain 

GBP 

Z.99 

2.95 

2.97 

Switzerland 

CHF 

191.71 

192.43 

199*43 

Netherlands 

EUR 

299.59 

232.69 

245.93 

Sweden 

SEK 

25.91 

26.63 

27.95 

Denmark 

DKK 

39.22 

39.95 

33.15 

Norway 

N0K 

39.97 

31.19 

29.63 

Japan 

JPY 

214.99 

216.94 

173.75 


(per IQ.OOQ) 

All rates for amounts up to AWG 100,00 per item. 


Oil prices drop after 
interim Iran nuclear 
deal 


NEW YORK {AFP} - Oil 
prices fell Monday amid cvet- 
supply worries after the West 
clinched a deal with Iran that 
will see Tehran scale back its 
disputed nuclear program in 
exchange for sanctions relief. 

New York's main contract 
West Texas Intermediate 
(WTI) for February delivery 
finished the day at 191.SO a 
barrel, a loss of 92 cents from 
Friday's dose. 

Brent North crude for Feb¬ 
ruary fell 50 cents to settle at 
$ IDS 75 a barrel in London 
trade 

The Iran deal, announced 
Sunday, will take effect from 
January 20 It gives Iran and 
the so-called P5+1 — Britain, 
China, France, Russia and the 
United States plus Germany — 
six months to come up with a 
more comprehensive solution 
to tire nuclear dispute. 

The Islamic republic's oil 
exports have been crippled by 
a series of international sanc¬ 
tions aimed at bringing an end 
to its nuclear drive, which the 
West claims is being used to 
develop atomic weapons. Iran 
denies the assertion. 

“If an agreement to the nu¬ 
de ar dispute were to be found 
and the sanctions against Iran 
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were to be lifted completely, 
up to one million barrels of 
Iranian oil per day could be¬ 
came available, u Com¬ 
merzbank analysts said in a 
market note. 

In the United States, WTI 
was weighed down by con¬ 
cerns about a growing glut of 
oil at the Cuslung, Oklahoma 
hub, said Andy Lipow of 
Lipow Oil Associates 

Supplies at Cushing, the US 
benchmark WTI delivery 
point, have climbed for several 
weeks and last week rose by a 
million barrels. 

Facebook grabs 
social network 
Branch 

SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) - 
Facebook on Monday con¬ 
firmed that it has grabbed 
a hold of Branch, a social 
network that focuses pro¬ 
viding online forums for 
insightful conversations. 

Terms of the deal were 
not released, but some re¬ 
ports estimated the price 
at $15 million. 

chief executive Josh 
Miller wrote that the New 
York City-based startup's 
twin social networks. 
Branch and Fotluck. will 
continue to operate inde¬ 
pendently but its nine- 
member team will form a 
Facebook Conversations 
group. 

The group's goal will be 
to help Facebook users 
connect in meaningful ex¬ 
changes based on inter¬ 
ests, according to Miller. 

The start-up launched 
about two years ago with 
backing from The Obvious 
Corp. T a technology firm 
incubator formed by Twit¬ 
ter co-founders Biz Stone 
and Evan Williams. 


US Congress won't meet 
deadline for spending bill vote 


WASHINGTON (AFP)-Tire 
US Congress was poised 
Monday to extend by three 
days a deadline set during the 
country's autumn budget crisis 
to avoid another government 
shutdown. 

According to die chamber's 
Republican leadership, the 
House of Representatives is 
due to vote Tuesday on a mini 
spending bill that will give 
lawmakers until Saturday to 
vote on a much larger 3014 
measure. 

“This very short extension 
is needed to prevent any fund¬ 
ing gaps as the agreement 
moves through the House and 
Senate next week," Senator 
Barb ara M t kul ski, ch air- 
wo man o f th e S en at e Ap pra - 
priations Committee, said 


Friday. 

In October, a bitter budget 
dash between Republicans 
and Democrats --who control 
the House and Senate respec¬ 
tively -- triggered a Id-day 
government shutdown. 

A deal Ed end the crisis fi¬ 
nanced the government 
through this coming Wednes¬ 
day, January 15. 

Last month, Congress 
passed a compromise two- 
year budget accord, marking a 
truce in the fiscal wars that 
have plagued Washington 
The deal laid out top-line 
spending limits for 3014 and 
3015, while erasing some 
painful and automatic spend¬ 
ing cuts that were due to kick 
m on January 1 

It also gave lawmakers from 


both chambers until Wednes¬ 
day to craft, spending bills 
under the new limit -- or risk 
another shutdown. 

Delaying the deadline until 
Saturday buys lawmakers time 
to finalize their negotiations on 
the $1.1 trillion measure and 
debate it before voting on it 

The text of the so-called 
omnibus spending bill, total¬ 
ing several hundred pages, 
may be released later Monday, 
a spokeswoman for House Ap - 
p rop ri ati on s C ommi tte e 

Chairman Hal Rogers told 
AFP 

Tire stakes are high since 
the measure sets, line-by-line, 
spending limits for each fed¬ 
eral agency until September 
3D, when the 3014 fiscal year 1 
ends 


Software and staff to blame for 
Amsterdam's €188m benefit error 


THE HAGUE - Amsterdam 
city council has increased the 
supervision of its local finance 
office, saying technical fail¬ 
ings and human error were to 
blame for last month's over 
payment to nearly 10,000 poor 
households. 

Last month it emerged 
10,000 households were 
wrongly paid thousands of 
euros in extra housing benefit, 
co stm g th e city € 1S Sm So me 
people expecting a€155 pay¬ 


ment received €1 5,500 in¬ 
stead Tire highest wrong pay¬ 
ment was €34,000. 

"Tills should never have 
happened/ finance alderman 
Pieter Hilhorst said on Mon¬ 
day. All but €3 4m of the 
€lSSm m wrongful payments 
has now been recovered 

According to research by 
KPMG, the software used by 
the city council to regulate the 
payments - an extra housing 


benefit for the city's poorest 
households—is based on cents 
rather than euro s 

No one had spotted the 
error, which led the system to 
generate payments of €133m 
rather than € 1. Sm. Exp ert s ex - 
pect up to €l.3m of tins will 
be very difficult to recover. In 
addition, the city has spent 
€300,000 trying to rectify the 
situation, news agency ANP 
reports 


Google buys 'smart' thermostat 
maker Nest for $3.2 bn 


SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) - 
Google on Monday announced 
that it is buying smart thermostat 
start-up Nest in a deal valued at 
$3.3 billion 

"They're already delivering 
amazing products you can buy 
right now — thermostats that 
save energy and smoke/CO 
alarms that can help keep your 
family safe," Google chief exec¬ 
utive Latry Page said in a press 
release. 

" We are excited to bring great 
experiences to more homes in 
more countries and fulfill then 
dreams. “ 

The big-ticket buy continues 
a move by file California-based 
Internet titan into consumer 
electronics hardware, adding 
smartphone- synched thermo - 
stats to its Motorola Mobility 
smartphones; Nexus mobile de¬ 
vices, and die promise of releas¬ 
ing Google Glass eyewear some 
time tins year. 

"Google has the business re¬ 
sources, global scale and plat¬ 
form reach to accelerate Nest 


growth across hardware, soft¬ 
ware and services far file home 
globally," Nest co-founder and 
cine f executi v e Tony Fad ell 
"And oin company visions 


are well aligned - we both be¬ 
ll eve in letting technology do die 
hard work behind Hie scenes so 
people can get on with the dungs 
that matter in life 11 



2 Bedroom, 1 bathroom 
Mabon Kavel - Brazil 
Afls, lOOO.- 
Cel. 5649485 
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MOMMA 



CALVIN and HOBBES 
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CROSSWORD 


CROSSWORD 


see our website: 

www.themomlngnewsaruba.oom 


4 Munched holder 

on 


ACROSS 
1 Martinelli 
et aL 

6 "Family_* 

(Hitch¬ 
cock) 
lo Went to 
the plat© 

12 

Precious 

Love" 

13 Chest of 
drawers 

14 Pretense 
is Groom's 

phrase (2 
wds.) 

16 Dinner 
16 Actress 
Campbell 

20 Take it on 
the __ 

21 Garbo of 
films 

23 Lawful 
27 Lend a 
hand 

29 Auto 
dealer's 
model 

30 PoolVs 
friend 

33 Vi myl 

records 

(abtor.) 


34 Columnist 
Barry 

35 Super** 
market 
divisions 

37 Manipu¬ 
lator 

3s Ten years 

39 Jimmy 
Du rante's 
trademark 

40 Begat 

DOWN 

1 Waning 

2 Praiser 

3 Tried very 
hard 


5 Burn 

6 Pharaoh’s 
tomb 

7 Actor 
Gossett et 
al. 

8 Remove 
from office 

9 Three 
(Ital.) 

m Fencing 
match 

17 Comrade 

19 Bric-a-brac 


22 Feel lousy 

24 Basement 

25 Hinder 
progress 

26 Rung 
28 The 

Grateful 


30 El_ 

31 Singer Burl 

32 Binds 
34 Urge 

payment 
36 -f i 





DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 

Jan.11 - Jan. 18 


O’stati i 1 Botica Paraderar 1 - S.N : 1 Sent Pretoe T 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
TeS.580-2840, 1 Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N, 
Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel, 584’5440 

SOS TELEAYUD0 50S 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m,-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer's Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horacio Odiffaer Hospital 

Tel-5274000 

EMERGENCY 
Telephone 911 
POLICE HDQS 

Telephone IDO 

TAXI 

C.V, TAS 

587-1998,587-5900 
In Qranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1804 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5169, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

A / An&n Meetings 

Mondays ^7 pin 
SubEina Ub#r E ill Noord 
Tel: 567335* f 5338983 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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“FULL AND OUTRIGHT OWNERSHIP” 


-- Whether you’re a first time visitor to the island, or you vacation with us every year 
we invite you to enjoy one of the most memorable vacation destinations of your life. 
We know, we’re Divi Resorts and Aruba has been our home far over 40 years. Divi 
Resorts has 5 resorts in Aruba, in addition ta The Links at Divi Aruba golf course, and 
tli e Alhamb r a C asmo For ye Ears we’ve o ffered hi gh quali ty all inclu siv e an d tim esh ar e 
vacations; and over 40,00 D members actively participate mthe Divi Vacation Ownership 
Program 

Many of our guests have found that one vacation to Aruba per year is simply not 
enough! Our solution The Residences at Divi Village Golf & Beach Resort. 

The Residences are luxury full ownership condominiums nestled within the lush 
greens of The Links at Divi Aruba golf course. 

Make Arub a y our sec ond li ome! C on dominium s from the S370s. 

You can now purchase your own condominium and still enjoy the resort amenities of 
the Divi collection. Fdi more information about The Residences, visit our sales office 
located in the golf clubhouse at the Divi Village Golf & Beach Resort 

For questions or to schedule your appointment to view a condominium, contact 
sales at (297)7355252 or (297) 7355300 OR emaill sales® diviarubaresidences,com 

Make your second home Aruba! 

-V 


AMENITIES: 


* Shaded parking space with electrical outlet 

* Complimentary shuttle to beach, restaurants, 
and the Alhambra Casino and Mall 

* Membership with RCI vacation exchange program 

* Complimentary use of fitness center 

* Complimentary use of beach chairs 

* Beach towels service 
*24/7 Security 

* Garbage collection 

* Green keeping 

* Condo Liaison an duty 

* Discounted green fees 

* Complimentary use of driving range 

* Preferred tee times 

* Divi managed rental program 


5 Burgers Aruba: Now your best breakfast bargain! 



—A favorite stop for a great 
burger for lunch or dinner has 
just expanded their hours and 
m enu to o Her some of the best 
breakfast bargains tD be found 
in Palm Beach. Owners Aaron 
and Rosie Wall sever are living 
their dream a home an para¬ 
dise while welcoming all and 


sundry to their proud un¬ 
dertaking, 5 Burgers 
Aruba. The couple’s fa¬ 
natical dedication to giv¬ 
ing their customers what 
they really want has re¬ 
sulted in a unique menu 
from an internationally 
known franchise with a 
“5”, which now includes 
breakfast 

“You never get a sec¬ 
ond chance to make a 
first impression,” be¬ 
lieves Aaron. Up on en¬ 
tering 5 Burgers Aruba 
m The Village Mall in 
Palm Beach, one is 
struck by utterly spotless 
surroundings and a smil¬ 
ing, friendly, attentive 
service crew Of course, 
the main item on the 
menu is burgers-the way 
they were meant to be, thick 
and juicy, made fresh daily 
and 100% pure beef, the kind 
that made the hamburger a tra¬ 
ditional American treat 

However, beginning at 
Sam, patrons can now order 3 
eggs any style (omelets with 3 


fillings are $7.99) and toast for 
a price of only $4.99 or All 
You Can Eat Pancakes for 
$6 99! A new plate called the 
Home Run" comes with 2 
eggs, bacon or sausage, 2 pan¬ 
cakes, toast i&home fries - for 
only $9 99! Best of all - un¬ 
limited coffee or tea - that is, 
refill able and never ending is 
only $79! Breakfast is 
served from Sam until noon 
Famous for their fires made 
from fresh potatoes, Aaron 
has been working for months 
on devising the most irre¬ 
sistible home files recipe, 
chunky and tender with skins 
still on, after much testing and 
tasting, he got the thumbs up 
from Ins harshest critic, 
Rosie; so this is another treat 
you have to try. 

A glance at their burger 
menu will certainly tempt 
you to return for lunch or din¬ 
ner, to sample their famous 
specialty items such as the 
Gouda, Farmer's Dr Man 
Burger (almost 12 ounces of 
choice beef), and a Western 


Burger with Aarons' secret- 
recipe crispy onion rings. All 
of these can be personalized 
with an incredible array of top¬ 
pings, (mushrooms, jaia-peno 
peppers, bacon, cheese, let¬ 
tuce, tomato., whatever, the 
list goes on) at absolutely no 
extra cost. 

5 Burger portions are 


ENORMOUS! Aaron suggests 
that even their small serving of 
fries is enough to be shared by 
two He was very amused to 
watch a famous French chef 
demonstrating the best way to 
make fried potatoes on a gour¬ 


met cooking show and could 
only comment “He stole my 
recipe!” 

Try them the English way- 
wrth vinegar, and you'll won¬ 
der haw you ever ate fires 
without it Tins same 5-star 
chef also swears by Gouda as 
tire best topping for the ideal 
gourmet cheeseburger. 

5 Burgers is now 
open early until 10-ish 
Sun day-Thursday; and 
until Sam on Friday & 
Saturdays, 

Delivery is available 
to most Hotels atui itiast 
benches! Enjoy a great 
lunch without ever leav¬ 
ing the beach by calling 
586-39D4 However, we 
suggest you stop by and 
enjoy their authentic, 
heartfelt hospitality; it is 
not unusual for either owner to 
sit and chat, sharing their 
knowledge of the island while 
making sure patrons are happy 
with thsir meal 
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for 


Local Nows In English 

ADVERTISE 

in THE MORNING NEWS! 

Cali office NOW @ 5889517 or 


Your Source 


email: themornlngnewsaruba@gmall.com 

Pick up your printed copy from MON. — SAT. at different 

locations all over the island or 


visit us online: www.themorningnewsaruba.com 

Caya G.F. Betico Croes 111 


Clinic to be held on Aruba by FINA for 
syncronized swimming judges 



ORANJESTAD - The World 
Federation of Swimming, 
FINA has; organized a special 
clinic for syncronized swim¬ 
ming judges from around the 
world. 

They decided to make 


Aruba the venue for this event 
The clinic is scheduled to last 
three days and is scheduled to 
take place from the lfith to die 
IStli of January Ginny Jason- 
tek from the USA who is an 
international expert and mem¬ 


ber of the Technical Commis¬ 
sion of Synchro of FINA will 
be the facilitator of this dime. 

A total of 31 participants 
from abroad have registered to 
p articip at e in the dim c Parti e- 
lpants are expected from Cura¬ 
cao, Brazil, Argentina, 
Dominican Republic, Canada 
and the USA. Ail Aruban 
judges are also participating 

Hie Subsidy Commission of 
Lotto pa Deporte is very 
pleased to support our local 
judges m order for them tD re¬ 
ceive a higher grade of certifi¬ 
cation 

Tins will definitely benefit 
our athletes and their sport 
Hie Subsidy Commission and 
Lotto pa Deporte wishes our 
judges much success. 


MBA; Spurs lose Green for four 
weeks with broken finger 


SAN ANTONIO (AFP) - San 
Antonio Spurs guard Danny 
Green has broken a left index 
finger and is expected to 
miss the next four weeks of 
the NBA season, the team 
announced Monday. 

Gre en 1 s liij ury, win ch cam e 
in the first half of San Anto¬ 
nio's 104-3d home victory 



!0T use 
mobile 
DRIVING 


DO 



over Minnesota on 
Sunday, is the latest in 
a series of mishaps 
over the past 1G days 
for the Western Con¬ 
ference leaders 
The Spurs are with¬ 
out Brazilian center 
Tiago Splitter for an¬ 
other two to four 
weeks after he suf¬ 
fered aright shoulder 
injury earlier this 
month and have been 
playing without Ar¬ 
gentine guard Manu 
Gi nob ill the past two 
games due to a tight 
left hamstring 

Despite the set¬ 
backs, the Spurs are 
29-3 and on a four- 
game win streak. San 
Antonio owns the second- 
best record m the NBA after 
Indiana (-9-7) and leads 
Houston by 5 1/2 games in 
the Southwest division. 


Green 26, has averaged 7.4 
points, 3.G rebounds and 1 3 
assists over 37 games, 23 as a 
starter, far the Spurs tins sea¬ 
son. 


BRIEFS: 



MILAN (AFP) -: inter Milan's Argentinian forward Diego 
Alberto Milito (Ft) vies for the ball against Chtevo 
Verona's goalkeeper Christian Puggioni during the Italian 
Serie A football match between inter Milan and Chievo 
Verona on Monday at Milan's San Siro stadium. Match 
ended in a 1-1 draw. 



MONACO (AFP) (From L) Finland driver Mikko Hirvo- 
nen's Ford Fiesta R, British driver Kris Meeke's Cirroen 
DS3, French Sebastien Ogier's Volkswagen Polo R, and 
Belgium Thierry Neuvine's Hyundai 120 are presented 
during the opening ceremony of the 32nd Monte-Carlo 
Rally, the opening race of the 2014 World Rally Champi¬ 
onship, yesterday in Monaco. 



COLORADO SPRINGS (AFP)-Three^timeOlympic cham¬ 
pions Tamfka Catchings, Diana Taurasi and Sue Bird 
were among 33 players named Monday to the US 
women's basketball talent pool from which world and 
Olympic teams are chosen. The veteran trio were joined 
by double gold medalists and fellow Women's NBA stars 
Candace Parker, Sylvia Fowles and Seimone Augustus. 
The Americans will defend their world crown later this 
year in Turkey and Olympic gold in 2016 at Rio de 
Janeiro. US women have won five of the past seven 
world titles, a run that began in 1986 and was interrupted 
only by Brazil in 1994 and Australia in 2006. The Ameri¬ 
cans have gone 80-1 since 1996 in international compe¬ 
titions, taking Olympic gold in 1896,2000,2004,2008 and 
2012 plus world titles in 1993, 2002 and 2010. 
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Serving breakfast 
daily 
7:30 a.m. 
s niahf menu avail; 


CLUB & CASINO 

Eagle Beach 
Tel: 6604251 


If it is a sport we will show it! 


NFL: Broncos, move one win 
away from Super Bowl 


DENVER (AFP) - Peyton 
Manning powered the Denver 
Broncos to within one victory 
of she Super Bowl and San 
Fran cisco advanced as well by 
beating Carolina m Sunday's 
National Football League 
playoff games. 

Manning threw two touch- 
do wu passes to lead Denver 
over visiting San Diego 24-17 
while Cohn Kaepemick ran for 
one touchdown and threw for 
another to lift the 49ers over 
host Carolina 23-IQ. 

Denver will host New Eng¬ 
land and San Francisco will 
visit Seattle in nest Sunday's 
playoff semi-finals with those 
winners to meet in Super Bowl 
43 on February 2 at suburban 
Neur York. 

Mannrng, who set new NFL 
pass yardage and touchdown 
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Wes Welker hauls in a 3-yard touchdown pass from quar¬ 
terback Peyton Manning in the second quarter that helped 
the Broncos to a 14-0 Gead. 


toss records tins season leading 
the top-scoring offensive unit 
m league history will have a 
showdown against New Eng¬ 
land oval Tom Brady whose 
records he broke, in a battle of 
star - quarterbacks for the Amer¬ 
ican Conference crown. 

"It's the Broncos versus the 
Patriots," Manning said “Tom 
and I have played against each 
other a lot but when you get. to 
the conference championship 
it's about two good teams get¬ 
ting there " 

The Patriots defeated Den¬ 
ver 34-21 in overtime in a reg¬ 
ular-season matchup 

November 25 at New England. 
The Broncos led 24-0 at half¬ 
time before three-time Super 
Bawl winner Brady produced 
the greatest, comeback of his 
NFL career. 

Brady is 10-4 in games 
against Manning with a 2-1 
playoffs edge. Each time the 
winner went on to win the 
Super Bawl, Manning taking 
the most recent such meeting 
m 2007 on the w^ay to a title 
with Indianapolis 

But first the Broncos, who 
lost in tins round last year to 
eventual Super Bowl winner 
Baltimore, had to get past a 
San Die go squad that upset 
them a month ago at home. 


Meanwhile, Broncos cor- 
nerback Chris Harris will miss 
the remainder of the National 
Football League playoffs with 
a tom left knee ligament. 
Broncos coach John Fox said. 

Ham s suffered the injury m 
the third quarter of Sunday's 
24 -17 ho me pi ay o ff. 

An MRI exam Monday re¬ 
vealed the extent of the injury 
to the 24-year-old defensive 
hack, who made 65 tackles, 
broke up 13 pass attempts and 
intercepted three throw's this 
season 


Baseballs Rodriguez Hies 
lawsuit to halt bans report 


NEW YORK (AFP) - Embat¬ 
tled New York Yankees third 
haseman Alex Rodriguez filed 
a lawsuit against Major 
League Baseball and its play¬ 
ers union Monday in a bid to 
overturn a Id2-game doping 
ban, the New York Daily 
News reported. 

The filing in US District 
Court in Manhattan claims ar¬ 
bitrator Frednc Horowitz 
showed partiality m only trim¬ 
ming what had been a 211- 
game ban to 162 games plus 
playoffs, suspending the 
sport's highest-paid player for 
the entire 2D 14 season, the 
newspaper reported 

The ban is still the longest 
doping-related suspension in 
major league In story, longer 
than the 12 players who admit¬ 
ted wrongdoing in the Biogen¬ 
esis doping scandal because 
Major League Baseball said 
Rodriguez took steps to im¬ 
pede the investigation into his 
use d f baimed substances. 

Rodriguez also says the 
Major League Baseball Play¬ 
ers Association did not fairly 
represent him in die arbitration 
process, which both the union 
and the league say is the final 


word on the matter based on 
tiie union agreement with club 
owners. 

In November, Rodriguez 
stormed out of an arbitration 
session, unhappy that Major 
League Baseball commis¬ 
sioner Bud Selig did not have 
to appear to support the 
league's investigation findings 
and procedures, including ev¬ 
idence and testimony from 
Biogenesis director Anthony 
Bosch, whose credibility Ro- 
dn guez h as chall eng e d. 

Earlier Monday, a federal 
judge ruled that Rodriguez 
cauld not file the lawsuit chal - 
iengmg the ruling by Horowitz 
and keep portions of the ruling 
private. 

Horowitz's ruling is be¬ 
lieved to touch upon evidence 
til at could detail years of dop¬ 
ing by Rodriguez. 

The filing comes less than 
24 hours after the chief wit¬ 
ness against Rodriguez, 
Bosch, was interviewed by 
CBS News for the program 
"6D Minutes." 

Bosch said Rodriguez used 
multiple b aimed performance- 
enhancing drugs that Bosch 
provided him 


FIFA 2013 award winners 

Winners at 2013 FIFA Ballon d'Or awards on Monday in Zurich: 

Ballon D’Qr: Cristiano Ronaldo (Portugal) 

Honorary Ballon D'Or: Pole (Brazil) 

Woman player of the year: Nadine A ngerer (Germany) 

Men's team coach of the year: Jupp Heynckes (Bayern Munich/Germany} 
Women's team coach of the year: Silvia Neid (German national team] 

Puskas prize for goal of the year: Zlatan Ibrahimovic (Sweden) for his goal 
against England in a friendly 

President's prize: Jacques Rogge (Belgium/formerInternational Olympic Com¬ 
mittee president] 

r Fair Play': Afghan Football Federation 

FlFPro World XI: Manuel Neuer - Daniel Alves, Sergio Ramos, Thiago Silva r 
Philip Lahm - Andres lniesta T Xavt Hernandez, Franck Ribery - Cristiano 
Ronaldo, Zlatan Ibrahimovic, Lionel Messi. 
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Football: 

Polo 

given 

honorary 

Ballon 

d'Or 



ZURICH (AFP) - Brazilian 
great Pete was finally awarded 
a Ballon d'Or in Zurich on 
Monday, despite retiring in 
1977, eo-organisers France 
Football announced. 

When France Football cre¬ 
ated the Ballon d'Or in 1956 it 
was for the best player playing 
in Europe and Pele never 
played dub football mthe old 
continent' 

By the time FIFA inaugu¬ 
rated the world footballer of 
the year award m 1991, Pele 
had long since retired 
But Monday lie was given 
an honorary Ballon d l Qr to rec¬ 
tify a histone wrong. 

In 2D 10 the Ballon d'Or and 
FIFA's world footballer of the 
year awards, which had run 
separately for 19 years, were 
amalgamated to create the 
FIFA Ballon d'Or for the best 
player in the world. 

Pele had revealed the news 
himself to Brazilian press on 
Sunday, saying: "1 won three 
World Cups but during a pe¬ 
ri o d when the Ballon d'Or th d- 
n't exist (for non-Europe an 
based players) 

“But FIFA has decided to 
give me one." 



Gold Coast Aruba... 

A Place for You! 




Cam 


Son 


and 
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iitment 
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3 minutes drive to 

Arashi Beach 


Luxury Villas, Town Homes & Condos 

Contact ns. by email at info@goldcoastaruba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 * Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the IAS, 1-866-978-5770 
www.guldcoastaruba.com 


PRICE STARTING FROM $289,00*, 

Visit us for Your Island Dream Home Ownership 

Monthly Mortgage Payments 
starting from $1,650 


Maimok ■ Aruba 


Cristiano Ronaldo wins 2013 Ballon d'Or 


ZURICH (AFP) - Cristiano 
Ronaldo ended the four-year 
dominance of Lionel Messi 
when he was awarded the 
3013 FIFA Ballon d'Or in 
Zurich on Monday. 

The tearful 2E-year-old 
Real Madrid and Portugal 
star, who won the award in 
2QDS, had been the over¬ 
whelming favourite to pip 
Barcelona and Argentina 
wonder Messi, winner the 
previous four years, and 
France's Franck Ribery, who 
claimed the treble with Bay¬ 
ern Munich in 2013. 

Ronaldo won with 27.99% 



of the votes ahead of Messi 
(24.72%) while Ribery was 
third (23 3b%) according to 
France Football, co-organis¬ 


ers of tlie award with FIFA 

"Hiere Eire hd words to de¬ 
scribe how I feel," said 
Ronaldo. Pm delighted, "Those 
who know me know how many 
sacrifices I made to win tins re¬ 
ward. 

Ronaldo, who was widely 
expected to win after news 
spread on social media earlier 
in the day that seven members 
o f Ins family were j oinmg him 
m Zurich and Ins club Real 
were transmitting the award 
ceremony live on their official 
television channel in a change 
to the programmed schedule, 
broke down in tears on stage 


during his victory speech. 

Rrbery, who won the 
Champions League, Bun- 
desliga and German Cup with 
Bayern last, season, before 
adding the Europe sin Super¬ 
cup and Club World Cup be¬ 
fore the turn of the year, had 
been the early front-runner 

But a controversial two- 
week extension to the voting 
deadline for international 
coaches, captains and media 
meant those casting their bal¬ 
lots could take into consider¬ 
ation Ronaldo's remarkable 
hat-trick to beat Sweden in the 


World Cup play-offs in No¬ 
vember. 

That was widely believed to 
have been enough to tip the 
scales in Ins favour. 

However, with 66 goals in 
his 56 matches tins year -- 
more than Messi and Ribery's 
combined 65 — no-one could 
deny Ronaldo was a worthy 
winner 

It is the second time he has 
picked up the award and 
comes in a season in which he 
won no tiling with either club 
or country, an unusual situa¬ 
tion for a Ballon d'Or winner. 





































